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Greetings to our Papillon Community, in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour!
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It is hard to believe that February 2009 has already gone! As the year flies by, where are we, in our Walk with our Lord? Are we going through a period of heartache or despair? Do we feel as though we have been on cloud nine, when suddenly the bubble has burst and reality has hit a mighty blow?  Do not despair, Jesus has not left us, for in Jn 14:18 He says “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” And in Mt 11:28-30, He says 28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  NIV
What a great God we serve, who, even before we knew Him, made a way for us, not only to protect us, but to give us rest for our souls. Why do we need that rest, simply because we have difficulty in leaving our burdens with Him, when we look again, we have taken them back and they are weighing us down!

What does that rest mean? 

1.
It means that I can rest from “worry”- my life is not my own, it belongs to Him. Think of how George Mueller coped with the orphanages he ran. He TRUSTED implicitly on the Word of God. Even when, on one Sunday, there was not a crumb of bread in the house, he sat the children down at the dinner table and while he was thanking God for His provision, there was a knock at the door. It was the local baker, who had baked in excess and was led to give the bread to the orphanage. WOW. Our God has not changed, He is the same yesterday, today and forever. This is what He does for us. as we trust Him.
2.
It means that I can rest in His Presence, for, in Him, I am never alone – God is all around me, inside me, above me, behind me and below me. Even when I feel totally alone, I am not, for God is there and He hears every word I utter, every sigh that I express and He sees every tear I shed. The Holy Spirit is God’s Presence with us and He NEVER leaves us alone.
3.
It means that I can rest in the fact that nothing is too big, too small or too insignificant that I cannot bring it to God. The Bible tells us that not a hair of our heads falls to the ground that He is not aware of. He is indeed concerned by our smallest anxiety, frustration or difficulty. 

He waits for us to call upon Him; and He waits for us to open ourselves completely to Him.
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Thoughts from the desk of our Community Lay Director: 

Derek Bissett

I want to thank God that He has given me the chance to be able to serve Him through Papillon. I am also very humbled and know that I will only be able to do it with His loving guidance.
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The scripture that comes to my mind is: Php 2:14-16 14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold out the word of life — in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour for nothing. NIV

We as a community must hold steadfastly to Christ, so that we can be blameless and be able to give the Word of life to everyone we encounter.
We must strive to help people change from their agenda to God’s agenda for their lives. This is the business of Emmaus, this is what we strive for.

We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead and have plans for a second set of Walks in April 2010. We are also looking forward to the new Chrysalis community that is being born. 

I want to thank Cecil Keys for his dedication and hard work. We will miss him, but we also know that the Lord wants to use him in other aspects of the Emmaus Movement.

Lastly, I ask for your continued prayers and love. 
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Derek
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Words of hope from our Community Spiritual Director: 
Bennie Brink
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Any team effort will say that unity is an important part of success. Well, so is it with Emmaus. Allow me to teach you to spell this word unity: u ’n i ty – means you and I are tied. Whether it is just you and me, or us and our Lord it means that we are tied up for a very specific reason. Eileen explained the meaning of rest so well, that I want to add something else to the purpose of rest. It is to cut us off from our busy world in order to shape up on our unity with our Saviour, as well as with one another. That is to help us focus again. My prayer for our community is that we will grow in unity to become better in what we are called for. What would that be? If you don’t know by now, I must remind you: we are in the ‘walking industry’. Yes, our aim and main purpose is to take pilgrims on a walk. (If your focus is wrong you might take them for a ride.) Romans 6: 3 reminds us that we are baptised in Christ’s death, which means simply that “u ’n I tied” (in unity) with his death and then be ready for verse four: “... just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (NKJV) So, let us rest in our Lord in order to be enabled to walk with our Lord. Only in unity as a team with our Coach will we be able to walk in such a newness that pilgrims will see Jesus!
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Chrysalis:

Derek Bissett
As you may be aware, we are busy electing a Steering Board to lead Chrysalis in becoming a community. Anyone who would like to be part of this Steering Board must please contact me (Derek Bissett), so that we can put your name on the list. Our youth is our future. Please help to secure our future.

Changes in our Community By-Laws:
Derek Bissett

As of now, the only change in our by-laws is that our Board Meeting will be held on the last Thursday of the month instead of the first.

Donation Box:

We all appreciate the trying times we are living in and we as an Emmaus Community do have a responsibility to help our brothers and sisters in Christ, who are in need. We also recognise that those who may require assistance may not like to disclose this in any way. The Board therefore suggests that we have a donation box at the door, each time we have a gathering. These proceeds will be kept separately and fully accounted, for the sole purpose of helping those in need. The confidentiality of such help will remain just that, confidential. 
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Our Secretary, Sally Ferreira, requests ….

That you keep her updated on any changes to your cell number or e-mail.  We, as a Community keep in touch mainly through e-mail with sms reminders before Gatherings.

Send me an e-mail: sally@mstrading.co.za or sms to 082 821 0021 with any changes.  It is only with your help that it is possible to keep the Community List updated and correct.

PLEASE NOTE – this is TYPED IN BOLD FONT – we really cannot stress, adequately, the necessity of keeping our records up-to-date.
Otherwise you will be in the dark – and with no thanks to Eskom!!
Our Next Gathering

LOOKING FORWARD to SEEING YOU THERE ..

Our next gathering is to be held in MIDDELBURG on THURSDAY 05 March at 19:00, the venue will be at the Gereformeerd Kerk Noord in Kanonkop – the church where Francois Kruger, is stationed. It will take the form of a “bring and share”. We are looking forward to seeing you all there. If anyone requires a lift PLEASE contact any of the Board Members.
The Board feels it is only fair to meet in Witbank as well. Our aim, and venues permitting, is to hold Gatherings in Witbank generally alternating with Middelburg. In fact the Gathering on 02 April, will be held at St Margaret’s Anglican Church Witbank also at 19:00 and also a “Bring & Share”.
Reunion Groups

These groups are really beginning to grow and all are enjoying getting together.



Harlequins:

Derek Bissett
Tel: 013 243 5546


Rainbow Trout:
Santie Kotze

       013 297 1701
Cell: 0845561257


Hosanah:

In recess


Viceroy:

Neels Moolman
       013 243 2768
        0827808433


The Caterpillary:
Merryl Steenkamp
       013 243 3832
        0848021116

The groups are open to all. If you would like to join one, please contact any of the  above. To our new members, please feel free to join one of the above groups – a warm welcome awaits you.


Or, if you would like to host a reunion group please contact Derek Bissett on 013 243 5546.

For those in Witbank, please contact Martin Duncan on 013 650 1504 or 0828799997


News from the Community:
We share with you a letter from Gerrie du Toit, who has served his term of office on our Board.
Dit was vir my ŉ voorreg om gedurende die periode, Februarie 2007 tot Februarie 2009, as Emmaus Board Member te dien.

Ek wil die Hemelse Vader dank vir die geleentheid wat my gegun is om by Emmaus en sy lede betrokke to kon raak. Emmaus word oral aan sy vrug geken, en spreek dus harder as woorde.
Tweedens wile k vir Derek dankie sêdat hy aan die stem van die Here gehoorsaam was en my to nooi as pelgrim, op Walk 37 by Loerie, Lydenburg.
Emmaus is waarlik ŉbrug tussen gemeentes, waar ek geleer he tom nie godsdiens te beoefen nie, maar in ŉ persoonlike verhouding met my Verlosser, te staan.

Die Here het Emmaus as fragtige instrument gebruik om my aan wonderlike mede-Christene bekend te stel. Verskillende mense van verskillende denominasies. Almal met een doel voor oë: om die Koninkryk van die Here uit te brei.

My gebed is dat die Here die Papillon Community en sy Board Members oorvloedig sal seen. As God vir ons is, wie kan teen ons wees?
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Birthdays
Because this is our first issue of the newsletter this year, we are including those birthdays we missed in January. We wish you all a birthday richly blessed in the grace and abiding presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. May you know, in your new year ahead, His PEACE and abounding JOY.
01.01

Anri Botha


0828221030


Susan de Jager

0836734295



Talana Steytler

0828154041

04.01

Jan Steenkamp

0826734283
05.01

Sally Ferreira


0828210021


Gregory Miles

0824430046



Joseph Ndlovu

0723224563

10.01

Bambi Becker

0845811694



Morné
Ferreira

0832678866


Frikkie MArais

0835553300



Hestie Wheeler

0836355974

14.01

Pieter de Wet

0829349344



Werner Smit


0844035882

16.01

Linda Mulligan

0833085517



Pieter Nel


0721159459

17.01

Wimpie Geyser

0824407460



John Miller


0828012910



Marieta Vermeulen

0827887253

18.01

Gary Webb


0845119435

21.01

Alta van der Walt

0834628000

22.01

Annatjie Crocker

0836277871

23.01

Mary Janse van Rensburg
0824459632



Zaan Kruger


0824926340



Tom Rogans


0834593478

24.01

Isobel Geyser


0824145497



Connie Wilson

0846026059

26.01

Karin Coetzee

0827722870


Marietjie de Waal

0723702760



Corrie Pienaar

0823882444

27.01

Dianne Smith


0763832893



Vossie Vosloo


0834023225

31.01

Ane Steinberg

0828041771

February Birthdays:







01.02

John Brislin


0836253407



At Struwig


0823212013



Michelle Wait

0727222535

04.02

Johan Combrink

0833445878



Gerhard van der Walt
0834827000

05.02

Pieter du Plessis

0793435006



Rita Marais


0834572218



Marle Scholtz


0827146106

07.02

Glenys Bradley

0729198789



Douw Steyn


0829272471

08.02

Ankia van der Merwe
0842400078

09.02

Anel du Toit


0823883328

10.02

Henno Botha


0835562377



Desiree Duncan

0842458376

14.02

Elna Lewis


0825564467

18.02

Vidette Strydom

0834111384
20.02

Alma Piek


0834449027



Cedric Welman

0734302872

25.02

Leanie Piek


0722001180

28.02

Mariana Nel


0824572430

March Birthdays:

04.03

Joe Steyn


0828738678

06.03

Helmien Grant

0726694857

07.03

Elmarie Keys


0825707604



Stef Wantenaar

0828205932

08.03

Brian Porter


0824748030



Jan van den Berg

0845807730

09.03

Rosaria Meyer

0826014533



Neels Moolman

0827808433



Dirk Steyn


0828001318

11.03

Alice Moolman

0823783623



Eileen Roos


0834395966

12.03

Cynthia Campher

0829335551



Annali Scheepers

0828242045



Waldette Smith

0829012646

13.03

Bernize du Toit

0824675248

14.04

Vincent Lecornu

0724021095

15.03

Marieta Pretorius

0823388551



Letta Sibeko


0763565098



Roanda van Reenen

0768754860

18.03

Jean Smith


0829771144

20.03

Christo Uys


0828546824

21.03

Piet du Toit


0823883322



Amanda Els


0765430356



Zena Pieters


0720630967

23.03

Reghard Engelbrecht
0793924549

24.03

John Assad


0833374182

30.03

KP Steenkamp

0823883227
31.03

Wendy Brislin

0828083114

Again, may you ALL know the strength, the hope and the love of our Lord, our thoughts are with you on your special day.
Our very own Papillon website:
http://www.papillonza.co.za

Find our newsletter on our website. We would welcome contributions from our Community, for this is indeed OUR letter and it belongs to no individual. If you wish to contribute in any way, or if you would like to see something different, please e-mail Eileen at lfe.ronleen@telkomsa.net or phone her on 013 282 4540 or 0836308789. 
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